In 1962 the New England V:/Ild
Flower Preservation Society, T\C-
organized a canoe trip down the
Nissitissit River. They were so im-
ressed by its wild and natural state
?hat after the trip they decided }:0
organize a group to preserve the
river. In 1968 the Nissitissit River
Land Trust, Inc. was formed. Since
that time they have bought up many
acres of land with the help of-
Beaver Brook Association, Hollis;
Massachusetts Department of
Natural Resources; Fish and Game
Departments of New Hampshire and
Massachusetts; New Hampshire
Natural Preserves Forum; New
Hampshire Office of Planning and
Research; Town Conservation Cqm-
missions of Hollis and Brookline,
New Hampshire and Pepperell,
Massachusetts; and the New England
Wild Flower Preservation Society,
Inc. The first piece of land they
bought was the Dame lot alon%the
river. Since then they have been
buying the rest piece by piece to
protect the river and wildlite.

Trescott Abele told us how he got
involved with the organizations. A
canoe trip, well let’s see, | guess it
really started on the wild flower trip
of tl')\le New England Wild Flowers
Association. Some of the women
were so impressed by the Nissitissit,
wild flowers along’ the Nissitissit
River that they felt that something
should be done to preserve that
area, so Mrs. Cottrell, | think the
President of the New England Wild
Flower Association at that time, got
to work on it and invited officials
from several New Hampshire state
organizations and some people from
Pepperell for a canoe trip down the
river to show them how beautiful it
was and .how important it was to
preserve it.

“The first | knew of that was when
Jeff Smith came down to call on me
one night.

“Abely,” he said, “What do you
know about somebody stealing ‘the
Nissitissit River?”’

“Mercy,” | said, “I had not heard
f’fb"”t anybody stealing the river but
It somebody is Il get my gun and go
outand protect it. She’s an old friend

of mine.
"

Well, he handed me this letter
and said what do you make of this
SAVE. T}:IE NISSITISSIT RIVER. Well,
we dldn; make too much of it but it
was an Invitation for a canoe trip
down the river and | don’t turn
ogwtlfr‘x an invitation for a canoe trip
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In 1828 there were mills located in
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