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On July 30, 1857, Nathaniel Hawthorne wrote to his editor, William

Ticknor:

éhavc cngagcd_ Miss Ada Shepard (a graduate of Mr. Mann's
ollcgc at Antioch?) to take charge of my children while we
remain on the Continent. She is recommended to me in the

hl.ghest way, as respects acquirements and character . . . . I have
tried English governesses, and find them ignorant and inefficient.

Miss Shepard is to receive no salary, but only her expenses . . . -

(18:83-4)
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Sinc the 1940s, scholars have p oled Ada as “the
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da share a similar New England heritage, but to read 7he Marble
pinisearch of Ada Shepard would be unproductive. Study of her
espondence and journals reveals a young woman seeking to reap the
benefits of new educational opportunities and embracing the spirit of
women’s rights ideals while remaining “womanly” as society required. As
she suggested in her college graduation essay, her goal was “to promote
the grand object of life—the growth of soul” (AAS, “All Success in Partial
Failure,” June 1857. MS.).
In 1850, Swedish feminist and writer Fredrika Bremer visited Boston,
«he American Athens” (Bremer 10), and sought out those who were
shaping the world in which Ada came of age. Bremer heard the “richly

gifted speaker” Theodore Parker, “who with a strong and fearless spirit
f Christianity to the political and social questions

applies the morality o




a.ndherhusbandOtls (Cutnet 1236-8). Bybu'th and by education Ada
was most certainly a “daughter of New England.” Dorchester’s 1850
town map (Whiting) shows Ada’s home on High Street near the Meeting
House, Lyceum Hall, and the Mather School, its forerunner said to be
the first publicly funded school in the country, which she most likely
attended. The Shepard bakery stood at the foot of Meeting House Hill; a
few miles away on the Dorchester waterfront, the A. & W. Pope Wharfs
extended into Dorchester Bay. Their prominence reflected the impor-
tance of the coastal lumber trade in which Ada’s maternal uncles and
later two of her brothers were engaged.

Ada and her family attended Dorchester’s First Church and Ada
spoke fondly of the minister, “dear Mr. Hall.” Nonetheless she was
drawn to the impassioned sermons of Theodore Parker and would
walk to Boston to hear him preach. She and her sister also went to hear
women’s rights advocate Lucy Stone when she came to Boston, and
abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, whose newspaper 7he Liberator
the family subscribed to (AAS, Letter to Kate Shepard, 14 Dec. 1851.
MS.). At sixteen, several years younger than most of the students, Ada
enrolled in the Normal School in West Newton.* There she came in contact
with Horace Mann, who as Secretary of Education had been instru-
mental in the Normal School movement. The curriculum was rigorous
and expectations were high. Ada worked hard, but despite rules about
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n’s approach “abrogated much of the

Rury 486, Buchanan 67); Mann clashed with

ile scudents over “women’s rights” issues and was opposed to

Bloomer” dresses. Although she was not radical, in correspondence with

her sister Kate, Ada styled herself as a “furious woman’s rights™ advocate.

Despite her admiration for Mr. Mann, she decided that she must have a

bloomer dress for walking (Mann, Letter to Sophia Hawthorne, 18 May
1858.TS., and AAS, Letter to Eliza Shepard, 13 May 1854. MS.).

Antioch’s nascent literary societies caused Mann great concern as

he was against women becoming public speakers, and, over time, the

literary societies “became the lightning rod for ideological inconsisten-

cies” at Antioch. Ada joined the Alethezetean Society, said to be the first

co-ed literary society in the country (Rury 494-7, Buchanan 67-76).

Writing to her sister Lucy, she expressed her fears and goals:




